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The crusade for a time appeared to be checked, when
Pedro IL of Aragon, the gallant champion of his own
land against the infidel, interceded for the unhappy land
of Languedoc, and obtained from Innocent, who had
certainly no motives but the highest in his aims for the
reformation of the south, a temporary suspension of
operations.   But the legates were not to finish their
work, and Simon de Montfort saw in the war the
opportunity of bringing a larger district under his sway.
The council of Lavaur (1213), it was hoped, might
bring peace, Jmt Raymond's attitude as a supporter of
heresy was so clear that it ended only in his renewed
excommunication.   As the crusaders won inch by inch
from the great count of Toulouse, Pedro of Aragon saw a
new reason for intervention.     The southern border
lands, over which he had exercised a semi-suzerainty,
and which had stood as a protection between himself
and the aggressive powers of the northj were slowly
being absorbed into the great kingdom of the Capets.
He determined to make a stand for their independence.
He marched troops into the county of Toulouse.     On
September 12, 1213, was fought the great battle of
Muret, one of the most decisive events in the history of
Southern Gaul   The king of Aragon was killed, and
his army was totally routed.   The victory, in which the
French king was in no way concerned, was almost as
important a step in the establishment of his power as
the battle of Bouvines or his triumphs over Henry IL
and John.    It decided once for all that Languedoc
should pass under the control of the north; and the
power of the north meant inevitably, and at no long
distance of time, the power of the Capetian house.